Sirhan Prosecution Presses 


From Newa Dispatches 

LOS ANGELES, March 17 
— A book that has nothing to 
do with Sirhan Bishara Sirhan 
'became a key element today 
in the prosecution’s attempt 
, to have the Jordanian immi- 
grant convicted of the murder 
of Sen. Robert F.« Kennedy. 

The prosecution began lay- 
ing the groundwork for its 
new strategy while psycholo- 
gist Dr. Martin Schorr, a lead- 
ing defense witness, was be- 
ginning his second straight 
week on the stand. 


He is a psychologist at San 
Diego County Hospital. 

Assistant District Attorney 
David Fitts told the court he 
wished to discuss the book 
“Casebook of a Crime Psychi- 
atrist,” which contains pas- 
sages bearing a striking re- 
semblance to passages in 
Schorr’s report on Sirhan’s 
mental state. 

Defense counsel Grant 
Cooper jumped to his feet to 
object and was granted a two- 
hour recess to give him time 
to read two chapters in the 


book, written prior to the 
Kennedy assassination by Dr. 
James A. Brussel, formpr as- 
sistant commissioner of men- 
tal hygiene for New York 
State. x 

The prosecution planned to 
try to discredit Schorr as a 
witness by suggesting that he 
had lifted part of his report 
almost verbatim from a- pre- 
vious publication. 

Before the recess, Fitts 
showed Schorr the book and 
asked if he knew of it. 


Book Dispute 


| Another section stated that 
even though a person might 
be legally sane he might “yet 
I still be in an abnormal men- 
tal or nervous condition and 
because of such condition 
might be less likely or unable 
to have or to maintain a prop- 
er mental balance at the time 
of the alleged commission of 
the crime charged but also at 
the time of arraignment and 
pretrial examination.” 

“Had you made up your 
mind you were going to be a 
defense witness at that time?” 

A. No. 

Q. Did you have an opinion 
as to the mental condition of 
the defendant at that time? 


A. No ... I had no opinion 
as to his personality structure 
or whether he had or did not 
have diminished capacity . . . 
I had many undifferentiated 
ideas ... I had all kinds of 
different ideas. We were just 
batting ideas back and fourth. 

Schorr said it was not until 
after the November tests that 
his opinion of Sirhan’s men- 
tal capacity crystalized. He 
ended his letter of July 10: 
“With my best wishes for a 
hopeful outcome.” 

Q. What was the hopeful 
outcome? 

A. Well, that justice would 
be served . . . * that I could be 
very helpful in the case. 


“Yes, I’ve read it,” Schorr 
replied. 

The question of plagiarism 
was raised last week in a 
story in the New York Times, 
which said it was tipped off 
by an unnamed woman 
reader. 

Brussel’s book describes the 
theoretical mental state of 
“the mad. bomber” responsible 
for a spate of New York bomb 
explosions in the late 1950s 
and of a person who stabbed 
and killed an old woman in 
New York in- 1957. 

In testimony last week 
Schorr said he believed that 
Sirhan, who bore a grudge 
against Kennedy because of 
his support of Israel, was a 
paranoid psychotic with indi- 
cations of schizophrenia or 
split personality. 

A letter from Schorr to as- 
sociate defense counsel Rus- 
sell Parsons was read into the 
record and reported that Sir- 
han hated his father and 
transferred his hatred to Ken- 
nedy. 

The wording of the letter in 
December, 1968, was similar 
to passages from the book by 
Dr. Bussel. 

, Portions of another Schorr 
letter to Parsons — dated July 
10, 1968— drew some pointed 
questions from associate pros 
ecutor John Howard, who re 
sumed cross-examination of 
Schorr at this morning’s ses- 
sion. 

The July letter said in part: 
“Most murders committed 
by basically passive nonvio- 
lent personalities are psycho- 
tic discharges of previously 
.undiagnosed subtle but real 
I schizophrenia.” 


